Christina the Great Martyr of Tyre
Saint Christina was from Tyre in Syria, the daughter of a pagan
named Urban. Enlightened in her heart to believe in Christ, she
broke her father's idols, made of gold and silver, and distributed
the pieces to the poor. When her father learned this, he
punished her ruthlessly, then cast her into prison. The rulers
subjected her to imprisonments, hunger, torments in the year
200, during the reign of the Emperor Septimius Severus.
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The Holy Passion-bearers Boris and Gleb
Named Romanus and David in sacred Baptism, they were the
pious sons of the holy Great Prince Vladimir. In 1015 they were
slain at the command of their brother Svyatopolk-Saint Boris, on
July 24 on the Alta River, near Pereyaslavl, and Saint Gleb, on
September 5 on the bank of the Smyadinya River, near
Smolensk. Although both had understood their brother's designs
against them, they refused to take up arms against him and
bring civil war upon their land, preferring to fulfill the
commandment, "Resist not evil" (Matt. 5:39). The holy relics of
Saint Boris were then buried in Vyshgorod, to which the holy
relics of his brother were transferred five years later. Miracles
were worked through the holy relics of the meek and guileless
brothers during the consecration in Vyshgorod of a church in
their honor on this day in 1021.
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Athenagoras of Athens
Athenagoras was an Christian apologist who lived during the
second half of the second century. He was an Athenian, a
philosopher, and a convert to Christianity. He is noted as one of
the ablest Christian apologists of the second century, one who
spoke and wrote in defense of Christianity.
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Boris and Gleb, the Passion-bearers
Resurrectional Apolytikion
Let us worship the Word who is unoriginated with the
Father and the Spirit, and form a Virgin was born for our
salvation, O believers, and let us sing His praise. For in
His goodness He was pleased to ascend the Cross in the
flesh, and to undergo death, and to raise up those who
had died, by His glorious Resurrection.

For the Holy Woman

Your maiden Martyr, like a lamb, cries out, “O Jesus, for You,
my pure Bridegroom, | long; and seeking you | compete; and |
am crucified and buried with You in Your baptism | suffer for
Your sake, that | may reign with You. | die for You that | may
also live in You. Accept me as an unblemished sacrifice as |
offer myself to You with love.” At her entreaties and
intercessions, save our souls, O Merciful Lord.

Hymn of St. Spyridon

Kontakion

O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession
with the creator that never fails, we sinners beg you, do
not ignore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we
implore you, quickly come unto our aid, when we cry out
to you with faith. Hurry to intercession, and hasten to
supplication, O Theotokos who protect now and ever
those who honor you.



Epistle: St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans 12:6-14

Brethren, having gifts that differ according to the grace
given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to
our faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his
teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who
contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; he
who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be
genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love
one another with brotherly affection; outdo one another in
showing honor. Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the Spirit,
serve the Lord. Rejoice in your hope, be patient in
tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs
of the saints, practice hospitality. Bless those who
persecute you; bless and do not curse them.

Gospel: Matthew 9:1-8

At that time, getting into a boat Jesus crossed over and
came to his own city. And behold, they brought to him a
paralytic, lying on his bed; and when Jesus saw their faith
he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, my son; your sins are
forgiven." And behold, some of the scribes said to
themselves, "This man is blaspheming." But Jesus, knowing
their thoughts, said, "Why do you think evil in your hearts?
For which is easier, to say 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say
'Rise and walk?' But that you may know that the Son of man
has authority on earth to forgive sins" he then said to the
paralytic -- "Rise, take up your bed and go home." And he
rose and went home. When the crowds saw it, they were
afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority
to men.




