August 29" — Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m.
Beheading of the Holy and Glorious Prophet,
Forerunner and Baptist John

September 5% - Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m.
Holy Prophet Zacharias and Elizabeth, parents of John the
Baptist

September 12" — Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m.
Sunday before the Holy Cross
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August 30" — Alexander, Patriarch of Constantinople

Saint Alexander was sent to the First Ecumenical Council in
Nicaea as the delegate of Saint Metrophanes, Bishop of
Constantinople to whose throne he succeeded in the year
325. When Arius had deceitfully professed allegiance to the
Council of Nicaea, Saint Alexander, knowing his guile,
refused to receive him into communion; Arius’ powerful
partisans threatened that they would use force to bring Arius
into the communion of the Church the following day. Saint
Alexander prayed fervently that God might spare the
Church, and as Arius was in a private place relieving nature,
his bowels burst forth and he died the death of Judas.
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Greece Fires Relief Fund
A donation tray has been placed in the Narthex for the
humanitarian relief effort which will aid those whose lives
have been impacted by the recent fire catastrophes in
Greece. The nationwide fundraising campaign launched by
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese will distribute the funds
collected to provide long-term assistance where need is the
greatest for those who have been displaced and have
suffered loss of their homes, properties and livelihoods.
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August 22, 2021
Apodosis of the Feast of the Forerunner
Alexander, John, and Paul the New, Patriarchs of
Constantinople

Apolytikion of the Feast

You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in
death yet did not desert the world, O Theotokos. You were
transported to life, as you are Mother of Life and, by virtue of
your intercessions, deliver our souls from death.

Entrance Hymn
Come, let us worship and bow down before Christ. Save us, O
Son of God, risen from the dead. We sing to You, Alleluia.

Resurrectional Hymn

You descended form on high, O compassionate One, and
condescended to be buried for three days, so that from the
passions You might set us free. Our life and resurrection, O
Lord, glory be to You.

Kontakion

The Theotokos is undying in intercession. Immovable is our
hope in her for protection. Neither death nor burial prevailed
over her. As she is Mother of Life, she was removed to life by
Him, the Lord who lived in her ever-virgin womb.



Epistle: St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 3:9-17

Brethren, we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's
building. According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled
master builder | laid a foundation, and another man is building
upon it. Let each man take care how he builds upon it. For no other
foundation can any one lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ. Now if any one builds on the foundation with gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw - each man's work will become
manifest; for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed
with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done.
If the work which any man has built on the foundation survives, he
will receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer
loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. Do
you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit
dwells in you? If any one destroys God's temple, God will destroy
him. For God's temple is holy, and that temple you are.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 14:22-34

At that time, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go
before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And
after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up into the hills by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the
boat by this time was many furlongs distant from the land, beaten
by the waves; for the wind was against them. And in the fourth
watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. But when
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified,
saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out for fear. But immediately
he spoke to them, saying "Take heart, it is |; have no fear."

And Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, bid me come to you on
the water." He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat and
walked on the water and came to Jesus; but when he saw the
wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, "Lord, save
me." Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him,
saying to him, "O man of little faith, why did you doubt?" And when
they entered the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat
worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." And when
they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.







